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Britain's violent crime record is worse than any other country in the European union, it
has been revealed.
Official crime figures show the UK also has a worse rate for all types of violence than
the U.S. and even South Africa - widely considered one of the world's most dangerous
countries.
The figures comes on the day new Home Secretary Alan Johnson makes his first
major speech on crime, promising to be tough on loutish behaviour.

Like
Daily Mail

Follow
@DailyMail

Follow
Daily Mail

+1
Daily Mail

FEMAIL TODAY

Britain has an even worse violence rate than South Africa (file picture)
The Tories said Labour had presided over a decade of spiralling violence.
In the decade following the party's election in 1997, the number of recorded violent
attacks soared by 77 per cent to 1.158million - or more than two every minute.
The figures, compiled from reports released by the European Commission and
United Nations, also show:
The UK has the second highest overall crime rate in the EU.
It has a higher homicide rate than most of our western European neighbours,
including France, Germany, Italy and Spain.
The UK has the fifth highest robbery rate in the EU.
It has the fourth highest burglary rate and the highest absolute number of
burglaries in the EU, with double the number of offences than recorded in
Germany and France.
But it is the naming of Britain as the most violent country in the EU that is most
shocking. The analysis is based on the number of crimes per 100,000 residents.
In the UK, there are 2,034 offences per 100,000 people, way ahead of second-placed
Austria with a rate of 1,677.
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The U.S. has a violence rate of 466 crimes per 100,000 residents, Canada 935,
Australia 92 and South Africa 1,609.
Shadow Home Secretary Chris Grayling said: 'This is a damning indictment of this
government's comprehensive failure over more than a decade to tackle the deep
rooted social problems in our society, and the knock on effect on crime and anti-social
behaviour.
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'We're now on our fourth Home Secretary this parliament, and all we are getting is a
rehash of old initiatives that didn't work the first time round. More than ever Britain
needs a change of direction.'
The figures, compiled by the Tories, are considered the most accurate and up-to-date
available.
But criminologists say crime figures can be affected by many factors, including
different criminal justice systems and differences in how crime is reported and
measured.
In Britain, an affray is considered a violent crime, while in other countries it will only be
logged if a person is physically injured.
There are also degrees of violence. While the UK ranks above South Africa for all
violent crime, South Africans suffer more than 20,000 murders each year - compared
with Britain's 921 in 2007.
Experts say there are a number of reasons why violence is soaring in the UK. These
include Labour's decision to relax the licensing laws to allow round-the-clock opening,
which has led to a rise in the number of serious assaults taking place in the early
hours of the morning.
But Police Minister David Hanson said: 'These figures are misleading.
Levels of police recorded crime statistics from different countries are simply not
comparable since they are affected by many factors, for example the recording of
violent crime in other countries may not include behaviour that we would categorise as
violent crime.
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'Violent crime in England and Wales has fallen by almost a half a peak in 1995 but we
are not complacent and know there is
still work to do. That is why last year we
published 'Saving lives. Reducing harm.
Protecting the public. An Action Plan for
Tackling Violence 2008-11'.'
The timing of the Europe-wide violence
figures is a blow for Mr Johnson, who will
today seek to reassert Labour's law and
order credentials.

Lana Del Rey and
Italian photographer
boyfriend Francesco
Carrozzini 'split after
year-long romance'
Singer is inspired by
extreme relationships
Keira Knightley goes
makeup free for off-duty
dash around New York
in statement leather
coat and lace-up boots
The Brit actress is
starring on Broadway

In his first major speech on crime since
becoming Home Secretary, Mr Johnson
is expected to promise a concerted crack
down on antisocial behaviour.
He wants to set up a website to allow the
public to see what is taking place in their
neighbourhood, such as the number of
louts who have been served with Asbos.
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Mr Johnson is also known to support
early intervention to stop children going
off the rails.

New Home Secretary Alan Johnson is to
make his first major speech on crime
today

Happy feet! Danny
DeVito tears up the
dance floor with singer
Thalia at The Latin
Explosion after-party in
New York
Iconic actor is now 70
Matt Damon sports a
huge head wound and
fake blood all over his
face as he gets stuck
into filming dramatic
scenes for fifth Bourne
movie in London

Enlarge

Here come the new
girls... and they sure are
heavenly! Gigi and
Kendall stretch their
wings as they join the
Angels for Victoria's
Secret debut
Jessa Duggar
underwent a blood
transfusion and spent
the night in hospital after
excess blood loss
during her 48-hour home
birth
Miley Cyrus lookalike
gets bombarded by fans
in the street and even
the singer's dad Billy
Ray is amazed by her
resemblance to his
famous daughter

Share or comment on this article

Promoted Links by Taboola

Could this Stock be
the Next Big Thing?
VentureCapital News

Do You Have Royal
Blood? Your Last
Name May Tell You.

This Father and Son
Took the Same Photo
28 Years in a Row,…

Ancestry

Your Daily Dish

'We broke the f***ing
Internet!' Gwyneth
Paltrow jokes about
'consciously uncoupling'
backlash following
divorce from Chris
Martin
Don't rain on my
parade: Kylie Jenner
forgoes bra in mesh top
on NYC shopping trip as
sister Kendall makes
spectacular Victoria's
Secret catwalk debut
'Don't try to make it
look as though I starve
myself': Victoria's
Secret model's scathing
response to reporter's
'stupid' question about
what she eats

Ridiculously Popular

8 Students

Anne breaks down as

Hail... Britannia?
Aspiring First Lady

